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intention ; but, as it has the contrary effect from what you

expect, I am forced, for my own peace, to beseech you not

to continue a manoeuvre that only tantalizes and wounds

me.   In your last you put together many friendly words to

give me hopes of your return; but can I be so blind as not

to see that they are vague words?   Did you mean to return

in autumn, would you not say so? would the most artful

arrangement of words be so kind as those few simple ones?

In fact, I have for some time seen how little you mean it;

and, for your sakes, I cease to desire it.    The pleasure you

expressed at seeing Florence again, forgive me for saying, is

the joy of sight merely; for can a little Italian town, and

wretched Italian company, and travelling English lads and

governors, be comparable to the choice of the best company

of so vast a capital as London, unless you have taken an

aversion to England?    And your renewed transports at

a less and still more insipid town, Pisa!   These plainly told

me your thoughts, which vague words cannot efface.    You

then dropped that you could let your London house till next

Christmas, and then talked of a visit to Switzerland, and

since all this, Mrs. Darner has warned me not to expect you

till next spring.   I shall not; nor do I expect that next spring.

I have little expected this next!   My dearest Madam, I allow

all my folly and unreasonableness, and give them up and

abandon them totally.     I have most impertinently and

absurdly tried, for my own sake merely, to exact from two

young ladies, above forty years younger than myself, a

promise of sacrificing their rooted inclinations to my whims

and satisfaction.    But my eyes are opened, my reason is

returned, 1 condemn myself; and I now make you but one

request, which is, that, though I am convinced it would be

with the most friendly and good-natured meaning possible,

I do implore you not to try to help me to delude myself any

more.   You never knew half the shock it gave me whenour consented to take it.   Out
